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Computers 4 Kids would like to 

congratulate all the teachers that 

received awards and also to 

those  teachers that were 

nominated at the “National 

Teaching Awards” that were held 

in held at the Velmore hotel and 

conference centre in Erasmia, 

West of Tshwane, on October 29.  
The NTA is held annually to 

recognise teachers going beyond 

the call of duty. 

Being a teacher are by no 

question, the most challenging 

and simultaneously the most 

rewarding calling a person can 

make.  

We wish that all our deserving 

teachers are recognised daily for 
their commitments.  

The following categories were considered at the awards evening: 

 Excellence in Primary School Teaching  

 Excellence in Secondary School Teaching  

 Excellence in Primary School Leadership  

 Excellence in Secondary School Leadership  

 Excellence in Grade R Teaching  

 Excellence in Inclusive and Special Needs Teaching  

 Excellence in Adult Basic Education and Training  
 Lifetime Achievement Award  

 

“A good teacher is like a candle; it consumes itself to light the way for others”  

Author unknown 
(source:http://photos.mg.co.za/view_gallery.php?gid=439 

http://www.thutong.doe.gov.za/Default.aspx?alias=www.thutong.doe.gov.za/nationalteacherawards 

Latest on the “Laptop 

for Educators” inititive  

The teacher laptop initiative is unlikely to meet its 2011 
deadline to provide all educators with laptops according to the 
Department of Education (DOE).  
The DOE says provincial education departments are at 
different stages of preparation for implementation, and there is 
no indication of the number of teachers who have applied and 
have been approved for the allowance. 
The project, which was supposed to have been phased in, 
starting 1 July 2009, was only introduced at the end of August, 
following departmental delays. The project is scheduled to be 
rolled out over a period of two years. 
Just before the end of her term as minister of education, 
Naledi Pandor gazetted the initiative. It would allow 
permanently employed teachers to be eligible for an allowance 
to purchase a laptop. The programme would have provided a 
stipend of R195.83 per month, over 60 months, to more than 
400 000 educators in SA, for a laptop package worth R11 750. 
President Jacob Zuma then dropped the monthly stipend to 
R130, over 24 months, with the revised package now being 
worth R3 120. 
The South African Democratic Teachers Union (Sadtu) 
confirms the project has been delayed, saying slow 
government processes caused the hold-up. The DOE was 
scheduled to publish lists of approved vendors once the 
initiative was gazetted, but failed to do so. 
The teacher laptop initiative has been in the making since late 
last year, when it was announced at the social cluster 
directors-general briefing. The initiative gained prominence 
after the DOE snubbed a mobile computer contract, which 
Sadtu nearly penned as a R330 million deal with Rectron, to 
provide its 240 000 members with ultra-mobile low-cost 
notebooks. 
According to the Government Gazette, every school-based 
educator employed in terms of the Employment of Educators 
Act and who occupies a permanent post would be eligible to 
qualify to participate in the initiative. 
Several schools contacted by ITWeb noted that, while they 
were aware of the initiative, neither the provincial government 
nor their relevant unions had provided updates recently. 
One educator from a Gauteng high school noted she had been 
told of the initiative, but added she had not been given any 
further information from the provincial department or her union.  
It would be quicker if teachers purchased the laptop 
themselves and waited for their allowances to be approved. 
However, she says teachers have been advised against doing 
that. 
Each province determines its own roll out programme, which 
may include issues such as the granting of subsidies 
according to seniority, availability of funds and any other 
factors. All provinces have warned educators not to rush out 
and buy laptops, but rather wait until their provincial education 
departments inform schools of their roll out plans. 
Following the gazetted terms, teachers will be expected to 
source the laptop packages, which meet the DOE's minimum 
requirements and conditions, on their own. 
The laptops must have a 160GB hard drive, wireless LAN, 
Ethernet LAN and voice-fax modem Internet connectivity and a 
Windows XP, or higher, operating system. 
The laptop must be loaded with Microsoft Office software, 
which will be available under a DOE-Microsoft agreement to 
the teachers at a discounted price.  
The DOE will also provide content, such as a school 
administration package and national curriculum materials, 
which will also be installed on the laptop. 
The department acknowledges that changes were introduced 
before certain aspects of the initiative were finalised.  
Basic education minister Angie Motshekga says the DOE is 
engaging with Microsoft to extend the existing school level 
arrangements to make available the resources for educators 
either at a lower cost, or at no cost to the department. 
Teachers will also not be able to acquire a computer from a 
company not approved by the teacher unions or the provincial 
education department. Currently, only two provincial education 
departments have published their list of approved vendors. 
The DOE says the information should be available “in due 
course”, but adds that no timelines have been introduced. 
(source: 

http://www.education.gov.za/dynamic/imgshow.aspx?id=3454 

http://www.itweb.co.za/index. ) 

the  “ABOUT”  things  
Good day All! 

Less than a month to go! Vasbyt! 
We welcome Shalimar Ridge to the Computers4Kids world’s pace setting ICT curriculum solution! 

The following schools have also decided to further the opportunity that they’ve bestowed on their 

learners in the past years and proceed with the investment in the learner’s future with the 

Computers4Kids’world leading curriculum: Harriston , St Patrick’s College, Kruitberg 

Primary, St Josephs Children’s Centre and St Dominic’s. 
e-Learner 

1. A reminder that you can still register your learners for the e-Learner certification this 

week; and this week only. This is the last chance this year to give your learners this 

outstanding once in a lifetime opportunity to go to secondary school and be 

internationally certified by the ICDL! The assessments are to be completed by the 

13th November 2009 (final cut-off date).  

2. And remember that the e-Learner assessment pass mark has also been reduced to 70% 

3. Please be advised that the cost of e-Learner certification will go up from R50 per 

learner to R60 per learner as from January 2010. This is for all new registrations as 

from January. At R60, this is still the cheapest international certification worldwide! 

This fee can also be paid off over the duration of your contract with Computers 4 Kids.  

4. Also note that if you have registered learners this year or next year, you do not have 

to register them again – once registered, they remain registered.  

5. N.B! If you are doing manual e-Learner assessments this term, please let us know the 

results by the end of this week as we need to capture these results manually.  

6. All online/automated assessments must be completed by Friday this week please! 

7.  ICDL will print certificates next week and have them at your school by the following 

week at the latest.  

8. Lastly, please ensure you captured all your names correctly on the admin system as the 

certificates are generated by whatever details you inserted into the database. 

 

Win! a Netbook!!!  
it is easy, fun and a gr8 price as well... and there is still a few weeks left to enter. 

Computers 4 Kids are giving away a Mecer netbook laptop valued at R5000 before the end of the year! All 

you need to do is join the Computers 4 Kids Facebook group and add a comment about Computers 4 Kids! 

Please invite your staff, learners and parents to join – the more the merrier! The draw will take place on 

Friday 27th November 2009 at 09h00 and the laptop will be couriered the same day to the winner. The 

laptop will come pre-installed with our primary school product and new adult e-Learner product. To join, 

just do a search for Computers 4 Kids on your Facebook page (top right hand side) and then click on our 

logo. 
 

Contact Info 
Pieter Senekal 

pieter@computer4kids.co.za 
Mobile +27 (0)83 307 0939 
Tel +27 (0)11 979 4087 
Fax +27 (0)86 512 1982 
National +27 (0)861 C4KIDS 
www.computer4kids.co.za 
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